
 

 

  

I  am pleased to provide this summary of our organiza-

tion’s work product for 2019. The report format in-

cludes building and development highlights, our environ-

mental division, and details from our road and bridge con-

struction throughout the year.  
 

The Building Department’s plan review and inspection 

workload experienced new highs in 

several areas. While single family 

home starts (424) dropped com-

pared to 2018, we saw a substantial 

increase in multi-family projects. A 

combined commercial and residen-

tial construction valuation in-

creased 20% to $313 million. 

While the number of actual permits 

processed held steady, our inspec-

tion staff performed over 17,000 

inspections (up 6%), another all-

time high.  
 

Our road maintenance and con-

struction employees have a tradition of performing as much 

in-house work as possible. While budget, manpower, and 

weather all play a role, self

-performing much of our 

work saves significant dol-

lars and helps to develop 

the versatility of our 

crews. The 2019 construc-

tion months were high-

lighted with five small 

bridge replacements, 48 

new culverts, and an ex-

panded chip-seal program. 

The surface treatment op-

eration was our single 

largest in-house expendi-

ture, totaling $1.36 mil-

lion. We covered 138 

miles of northern county 

and township roadways. 

Our crews were also in-

volved in some innovative 

uses of recycled asphalt pavement. Milled asphalt from pre-

vious jobs was processed through a portable (rented) 

screening machine. Various sizes of resulting aggregate 

were stockpiled and used in new locations for berming, 

fill, and even as stone on four of our chip-seal roads. Our 

operation saved approximately $90,000 in virgin aggre-

gate costs by recycling our material and giving it a ‘new 

home’ so to speak.  
 

It was an extraordinarily busy 2019 regarding contracts 

let for materials and our road/bridge construction. Our 

office managed eight contracts 

totaling $6.75 million, with $4.20 

million of that being paid for with 

our local funds. Because of the 

size and cost of the projects, we 

had to set aside additional dollars 

in prior years and time the grant 

funding to position ourselves to 

afford the extra work. The pro-

jects included two pavement 

striping contracts, five miles of 

micro-surfacing, nine miles of 

paving, and the widening of 

Scottslawn Road. Our signature 

bridge project replaced the Cunningham-Arbela span over 

Rush Creek, at a cost of $1.20 million. All but $60,000 

was paid for with federal grant dollars, however the grant 

process requires about five years lead time.  
 

Our engineering staff’s continued role with the growing 

areas of the county involved multiple residential and com-

mercial developments in varying stages, from prospective 

to completed construction. At least 15 separate projects 

were underway in 2019, with a number of others being 

considered. We are tasked with regional planning coordi-

nation, future traffic impacts, and working with adjacent 

agencies and developers to build the needed improve-

ments. These efforts have a direct connection to economic 

development in our county and region.  
 

Examples of future projects resulting from this develop-

ment include intersection improvements at Cosgray/

SR161 and Industrial Parkway/USR42, where we are 

partners in planning and funding. Corridor planning along 

Hyland-Croy Road and Industrial Parkway. will continue 

in 2020 to help prioritize improvements in near-term 

years. We continued our efforts as the project funding 

applicant through ODOT for the US33/Post Road inter-

change upgrade.                       Continued on Page 2 
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The City of Dublin has been the lead agency along the 

way, and we’ve supported their efforts to improve this 

important gateway to our county. Late last year we were 

awarded another $4.2 million towards the construction, 

scheduled for 2021-2022.  
 

Whether you take a cursory look at our work summaries, 

or a more in-depth review, it is easy to see the high cost 

of maintaining and improving our roadways. An analysis 

that I performed a few years ago showed that we had a 

funding deficiency of around 54%, meaning that we 

needed more than twice our revenues at the time to fund 

proper paving cycles, adequate bridge replacement sched-

ules and all our other necessary maintenance tasks. That 

picture brightened last year with the passage of revenue 

increases on two levels. First, in the spring the state 

passed a new transportation budget that increased the gas 

tax by 10.5 cents per gallon, which will generate an addi-

tional $1.4 million per year for each county across Ohio. 

And late last year, our Commissioners passed $15 of ad-

ditional permissive license fees, which is the other major 

portion of our operating revenue. Based on our current 

registrations in the county, this is expected to generate 

another $955,000, beginning in 2021. The net result of 

the additional funding for our organization lowers the 

funding deficiency from 54% to approximately 37%. So, 

while not the complete solution, it certainly will allow us 

to build a few more projects each season and will help to 

expand our paving program which needs to cover at least 

15+ miles each year.  
 

Thank you for your interest in our 2019 Annual Report. 

We look forward to serving you in the coming year, and 

it’s sure to be another busy one.  

Duties and Responsibilities 

• Maintains, repairs, widens, resurfaces, constructs, or 

reconstructs county roads, bridges, culverts, and 

roadside ditches  
 

• Engineering advisor to all fourteen Boards of Trus-

tees for the maintenance, repair, widening, resurfac-

ing, and construction of township roads and culverts.  

Bridges on township roads are the full responsibility 

of the Union County Engineer  
 

• Prepares and maintains a road map of the county, 

and is also responsible for maintaining Union Coun-

ty's tax map system 
 

• Operates, maintains, repairs, constructs or recon-

structs six small (package) wastewater treatment 

plants in the unincorporated areas of the County 
 

• Building plan reviews and inspections for residential, 

commercial and industrial construction in the unin-

corporated areas of the county as well as in the City 

of Marysville, in the Villages of Milford Center, Mag-

netic Springs and Richwood 
 

• Issues house numbers/driveway permits for all new 

residences or new businesses in the unincorporated 

areas of the county. Approves legal descriptions be-

fore transfer; maintains a record of all surveys 
 

• Administrates and enforces Union County's Flood 

Damage Prevention Regulations in the unincorpo-

rated areas of the County 
 

•  Reviews preliminary and final plats, reviews con-

struction plans, coordinates other agency reviews, 

inspects construction, and approves construction for 

all major/minor subdivisions planned and construct-

ed in the unincorporated areas of the County   
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Jeff Stauch, Union County Engineer 

Every 10 years, everyone in the USA is 

counted.  Your response to the census 

affects the annual distribution of $675 BIL-

LION in federal funds to communities.   
 

Federal funding greatly impacts Union 

County.  These funds go to local programs 

- including the $1.28 million we received 

for road striping and bridge replacements in 

2019. 

Census Invitations will be mailed to homes in March.  You 

can respond online, by phone, or by mail. 
 

For more information, visit: https://2020census.gov 

2020 CENSUS 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 
 

*As cited by the Ohio Census Advocacy Coalition (OCAC). Image from OCAC. 
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Whitestone Road Small Bridge Replacement 
CR 113H-SLM 5.469   
 

Force Work Labor Cost                                       $24,830 

12’x5’ Box Culvert                 $31,050 

 

Claibourne Road Small Bridge Replacement 
CR 129K-SLM 8.135 
 

Force Work Labor Cost                              $79,611 

14’x6’ Box Culvert                   $52,260 

 

Lunda Road Small Bridge Replacement 
CR 252A-SLM 0.832 
 

Force Work Labor Cost                                                  $43,146 

10’x5’ Box Culvert      $26,432 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schofield Road Small Bridge Replacement 
CR 267B-SLM 0.965  
  

Force Work Labor Cost                                                 $93,374 

48”x31” Beams      $54,600 

 

Taylor Road Small Bridge Replacement 
CR 33B-SLM 1.966 
 

Force Work Labor Cost                                                 $51,352 

14’x5’ Box Culvert     $31,584 

 

 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 

 

 

All other culvert replacements (48)             $201,805 
 

 

 

Grader Patching    $91,097 

 

• 794 tons of hot mix asphalt    

        applied to County Roads 

• 245 tons of hot mix asphalt  

       applied to Township Roads 

 

 

 

 

Chip Seal (labor, equipment and material)              $1,355,352 
 
 

• 622,735 gallons of asphalt 

and 13,617 tons of stone 

•  138.54 miles of county   

and township roads 

 

 

 

 

Roadside Mowing   (4 rounds)                              $212,095 

 

     $93,367 labor cost 

        $118,728 equipment cost 

 
 
  

Snow and Ice Control                            $641,877 
 

• 4,052 labor hours 

• $202,104 labor cost 

• $155,036 equipment cost 

• 2,124 tons of salt and    

       1,840 tons of salt/stone  

        mix 

• $284,737 material cost                                          

 
 

 

Tree and Brush Removal (2,688 labor hours)        $127,469 
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ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS  

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP 

 

 
 

Hot Mix Resurfacing Program     

Contractor: The Shelly Company 
 

7 miles Watkins Road and 2 miles Claibourne Road 
 

Construction Cost:  $1,524,718 

OPWC Grant:   $350,000 

Local Share:           **$1,174,718 

Heritage Turn Lane  

Contribution  $310,000 
 

Scottslawn Road Improvement 

Contractor: The Shelly Company 
 

Construction Cost:  $2,210,670 
OPWC Grant:   $950,000                  

Local Share:             **$1,260,670 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pavement Marking Program 

Contractor: Oglesby Construction 
 

99 miles of centerline; 53 miles of edgeline; 12 railroad  
crossing symbols; 1 school symbol 
 

Construction Cost:  **$83,922 
 

Clark Yoder Ditch Assessment Project 

Contractor: Vititoe Construction 
 

Construction Cost:  *$261,283   
*General Fund funding source (reimbursed through assessments) 

UCE Responsibilities: bidding and contract management 

 

 

 
 

Spray Thermo Striping 
Contractor: Griffin Pavement Striping 
 

Construction Cost:  $141,600 

Federal Grant:   $141,600 

Local Share:   $0 
 

UNI 340—Bridge Replacement 
Contractor: Eagle Bridge 
 

Construction Cost:   $1,192,202 
 Federal Grant:     $1,132,592 
 Local Share:            **$59,610 
 CE Reimbursement:       $55,961 

Microsurfacing Project 
Contractor: Strawser Construction, Inc.  
 

5.3 Miles 
 

Construction Cost: **$261,070 

 
   

• Maintain Six (6) Combination Treatment Plants and Sewer 

Collection Systems within Union County 
 

• Maintain One (1) Collection System (Portion of Tartan 

Fields Subdivision) 
 

• Maintain Five (5) Septic System Collector Tiles within 

Union County 
 

• Coordinate Sewer Billing for 618 Customers  
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NEW  VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

 

(5) Dump Trucks 

(5) Stainless Steel Dump Beds 

Case Loader   

(Payment 1 of 5)                        $210,601 
 

 

 

  1994 International Truck              $3,938 
 

 

 

 

 

  2019 F-350 Truck 

    for Sewer Department             $30,354 

       

   (2) JD Flex wing Rotary           $23,746 
     Mowers 
   
   Kobelco Excavator  
       (payment 4 of 5)                   $36,372 

 
 (2) JD 6120M Cab Tractors       $74,603 
 
 

 (3) Lasers                                      $3,016 
 
 

 (6) Handheld Radios             $4,300 
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Before 



 

 

 

• Herb Stevenson, Building Inspector, joined our staff in September 

• Permitted $313 million in estimated construction costs 

• 17,164 total inspections completed 

• 5,207 correction notices written 

SUBDIVISION ACTIVITY 

Information listed does not include municipalities 

Jerome Village 
 Lots platted in 2019—98 

 Total lots platted to date—1,307 
 

Major Subdivision Projects in Planning or  

Construction w/ Union County Engineer Involvement  
Autumn Rose Woods (City of Dublin) 

               Darby Braeside 

               Dublin Green Retail Center  

Dublin City Elementary & Middle Schools (Jerome Village) 

               FedEx Ground Facility  

Glacier Pointe 

Gorden Farms (City of Dublin) 

               Jerome Grand at Jacquemin Farms (multi-family) 

               Jerome Village – Multiple Phases  

Mitchell Highlands 

Mixed Use Development at US 33/US42 

Pioneer Crossing 

               Reserve at New California 

               Warner Industrial Corporate Center 
 

Planning Efforts 
 Central Ohio Rural Planning Organization (CORPO) 

               Eastern Union County Thoroughfare Plan 

               Hyland-Croy Corridor Planning w/ City of Dublin 

SR 161/Cosgray Road Intersection Improvement  

US 42 Safety Improvements at US 33 and Industrial Parkway 

               US 33/SR 161-Post Road Interchange Upgrade 

               US 33 Smart Mobility Corridor 

               US 33 Corridor Study 
 

Other Work 
    515 Total property splits and resurveys approved 

   98 unincorporated major subdivision lots approved 

   260 major subdivision lots approved in Marysville 

 10 minor subdivision lots approved 

 147 resurveys, adjoining owner transfers, etc. 
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• 2019 total expenditures (9 funds)      $13,242,404          

• Bills processed in 2019                   2,238 
 

• Sewer customers as of 12/31/2019                  618 
 

• Driveway permits issued                                      67   
         

• Number of addresses issued                                     180 
          

• Total property transfers                 2,602 
 

• Existing deeds checked                 3,597 

• Foreclosure reviews  224 

• Sheriff deed reviews   24 
 

• Total property splits and resurveys                   515 
 

• Survey plats recorded                     157 
 

• Utility permits issued                      78 

      

• Overweight vehicle hauling permits issued             249 
 

• Work order requests completed                   146 
  

• Received $123,960 from townships: 
        Darby             $70,000          Millcreek     $33,960         
        Washington   $10,000           Jackson       $10,000                                                      
             

• County forces spent 2,688 labor hours performing tree 
and brush removal along county and township road-
ways. Along with contracted work, over $127,000 was 
spent on this safety effort. 

 

• County chip seal crews surface treated 138 miles of 
roadway in 28 days. 

 

• Received 3,778 online requests for inspections via the 
new online form. 

 
 

• Continued involvement with several multi-
jurisdictional development planning initiatives to help 
identify long range County transportation needs 

 

MISCELLANEOUS  

STATISTICS  

 

NEW 1,2,3 FAMILY 
RESIDENCES 

ADDITIONS/ 
ALTERATIONS 

ALL OTHER 
PERMITS 

TOTAL RESIDENTIAL 

PERMITS 
VALUATION INSPECTIONS 

COMPLETED 

424 235 567 1,226 $148 million 13,056 

NEW COMMERCIAL 

BUILDINGS 
ADDITIONS/ 

ALTERATIONS 
ALL OTHER 

PERMITS 
TOTAL COMMERCIAL 

PERMITS 
VALUATION INSPECTIONS 

COMPLETED 

65 126 210 401 $165 million 4,108 
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Union County Engineer 

Jeff Stauch, PE/PS 

233 West Sixth Street 

Marysville, Ohio  43040 

 

Administrative Offices 

  P: (937) 645-3018 

  www.co.union.oh.us/engineer 

 

Operations Facility 

  P: (937) 645-3017 

   
 
 
 

REVENUE 
2019 Motor Vehicle and Gasoline Tax (M&G), 

Sales Tax, Fines and General Fund   

$8,757,173 

EXPENSES 
2019 Motor Vehicle and Gasoline Tax (M&G), 

Road & Bridge, General Fund  

$9,668,482** 

 

  Budget Breakdown  

 

2019 Federal and State Grants  

$2,574,192 
(not included in revenue chart) 
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All sales tax levy funds were used for contract projects in 2019 

**This expense value includes some contract projects completed in 2019 but paid in 
first quarter 2020 

Contract 
Projects 

$2,839,991 
33% 

Labor Overhead—
Insurance/Medicare/PERS 

$586,202 
7% 

Labor 
$1,879,161 

22% 

Indirect Overhead—
Supplies/Utilities/

Services 
$1,008,390 

11% 

Materials— 
Salt/Stone/Asphalt 

$2,007,066 
23% 

Equipment 
$382,377 

4% 

Highway Fines 
$30,006 

<1% 

Motor Vehicle 
Fuel Fund 

$2,939,200 
33% 

Motor Vehicle 
License Fund 
$2,127,513 

24% 

General Fund 
Tax Map 
$184,350 

2% 

Sales Tax Levy 
$1,530,325 

18% 

All Other Vehicle Funds 
$1,945,779 

22% 


